CHAPTER VI
THE GOVERNMENTS OF INDIA

CONCERNING GOVERNMENTS

IT is no bad thing to understand something of the Govern-
ment and the system under which we live, and of countries
in which we are interested, though it may be admitted that
such knowledge is unusual. In the case of India so much
has been heard of the matter that it is easy to believe, if one
listens to the astounding ineptitudes that are so frequently
written, that India is almost wanting in anything worthy
of the name. As a matter of simple truth, the facts are far
otherwise. India is the most amply, modernly governed
country in the world, having due regard to its extraordinary
size and conflicting conditions. The machinery of actual
Government is entirely separate from Parliaments and how
they are formed.

Before describing the Government of India as it is or it
will be, it is hardly outside the question to preface this brief
outline with a few remarks on Governments, especially in
view of the dictatorships of Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin,
which control a large part of the Western world.

In the first place, it would be well if we who have lived
under a Parliamentary system should entirely disabuse our-
selves of the idea that Parliaments govern. It is an attempt
by well-meaning amateurs to make Parliament govern that
wastes, in these modern days, the time of Parliament, and
prevents it doing its work of legislation and influence.
Parliaments may call a tune, and should have a watching
brief, make the laws, and authorize the taxation. That is
about the end of it.
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